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TH
E ARCH

ITECT’S O
W

N
 O

FFICE

W
hen A

urang
ab

ad
-b

ased
 architects G

op
al Tanw

ani and
 S

hruti Tanw
ani realised

 that they had
 to 

shift from
 their existing

 w
ork p

rem
ises to a larg

er one ow
ing

 to acute p
aucity of sp

ace felt b
y the 

g
row

ing
 interior d

esig
n +

 architectural firm
, they w

ere clear that their new
 office w

ould
 b

e ow
ned

 
and

 that it w
ould

 b
e a stand

alone b
uild

ing
.

Their id
eal p

lot w
as a centrally located

 one, w
ith a footp

rint of at least 3,000 sq
uare feet. A

nd
 their vision 

w
as for a w

orksp
ace surround

ed
 b

y a sub
stantial g

reenscap
e. H

ow
ever, ow

ing
 to the lack of the rig

ht 
cand

id
ate, they zeroed

 in on the p
resent p

iece of real estate —
 w

hich, thoug
h of m

od
est d

im
ensions and

 
narrow

, enjoyed
 locational ad

vantag
e and

 a corner p
osition.

G
iven the com

p
actness of the site and

 the result-
ing

 com
p

actness of the structure that w
ould

 
stand

 up
on it, the architects had

 to reset their 
vision of a g

reen-encircled
 sp

ace, to an entity 
that w

ould
 w

eave verd
ure into its very ow

n fab
ric.

A
nd

 w
ith the op

tion for horizontal exp
ansion 

b
eing

 non-existent, their thoug
hts turned

 to ver-
tical exp

loration, a m
ulti-level p

rog
ram

m
e that 

w
ould

 fulfil the req
uirem

ents of a b
urg

eoning
 

p
ractice.

The envelop
e w

as d
esig

ned
 as a sim

p
le trap

e-
zoid

al one, echoing
 the shap

e of the p
lot, w

ith a 
north entry and

 w
ind

ow
s on the east shad

ed
 b

y 
g

eom
etric M

S
 lattices w

hose d
esig

n is seed
ed

 
in a textile p

attern they’d
 liked

.

The south and
 the w

est of the corner p
lot ab

utted
 

its neig
hb

our, and
 therefore the w

alls along
 these 

d
irections had

 to b
e ‘d

ead
’ —

 w
hich p

roved
 to b

e 
a b

lessing
 as op

ening
s here w

ould
 only serve to 

increase the internal heat load
. B

esid
es w

ind
ow

s, 
sunlig

ht, another elem
ent that the architects w

ere 
keen on, w

as integ
rated

 into the schem
e b

y cre-
ating

 slit-like p
unctures on the w

alls and
 a linear 

skylig
ht that d

rew
 attention to and

 exag
g

erated
 

the linearity of the structure.
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The sp
atial p

rog
ram

m
e started

 w
ith sections and

 
d

esig
nating

 levels to d
ifferent uses, w

hich w
ere 

eventually d
ovetailed

 into a p
lan. The internal treat-

m
ent eschew

ed
 heavy visual p

artitioning
 and

 relied
, 

instead
, on sp

ecified
 p

urp
ose to d

efine d
ifferent 

areas. Thus, the visitor first enters an enclosed
 

12-foot-hig
h recep

tion b
lock and

 its short attend
ant 

p
assag

e, b
efore b

eing
 ‘released

’ into an 18-foot 
atrium

 filled
 w

ith g
reenery and

 sciag
rap

hy created
 

b
y the sunlig

ht filtering
 throug

h the M
S

 screens of 
the w

ind
ow

s.

This id
ea of constriction and

 lib
eration is another 

attem
p

t at exp
loiting

 the vertical axis to the m
axim

um
. 

From
 the atrium

, step
s g

o d
ow

n to a ‘rest room
’ 

(created
 for the architect d

uo’s young
 d

aug
hter, w

ho 
often d

rop
s into their office after school) and

 up
 to a 

land
ing

 lead
ing

 to the p
rincip

als’ area (w
ith its sec-

ond
ary w

aiting
 area and

 their cab
in).  

From
 here, another series of step

s takes you, across a 
b

rid
g

e-like w
alkw

ay, to the d
iscussion area —

 w
hich, 

in turn, lead
s up

 to the stud
io. The stag

g
ered

 articula-
tion of sp

aces alm
ost d

oub
les the usab

le area of the 
ap

p
roxim

ately 900-sq
uare-foot footp

rint and
 creates 

sig
htlines that allow

 the p
rincip

als to b
e visually con-

nected
 to the com

p
lete office from

 their cab
in.

B
oth m

aterially and
 chrom

atically, the office leans 
tow

ard
s the earthy sid

e of the scale. The com
p

lete 
b

uild
ing

 from
 outsid

e and
 insid

e is in sing
le tone 

of g
rey, tem

p
ered

 w
ith few

 outlines of b
lack —

 to 
enhance the b

eauty of the p
lants, w

hich, along
 w

ith 
the sunlig

ht, are as m
uch a p

art of the m
aterial p

alette 
as m

ild
 steel (w

ind
ow

 lattices, railing
s, custom

ised
 

p
lanters), tiles (flooring

) and
 natural w

ood
.

The m
onolithic visual envelop

e of the texture-
p

ainted
 w

alls and
 m

atching
 tiles is relieved

 b
y 

d
elicate p

atterns b
orrow

ed
 from

 the M
S

 w
ind

ow
 

screens, stencilled
 on the w

alls and
 sand

b
lasted

 
on the floor. N

atural lig
ht from

 three skylig
hts and

 
hug

e w
ind

ow
 op

ening
s lig

hts the office d
uring

 
the d

ay, w
hile artificial lig

hting
 consists of a 

continuous p
rofile lig

ht to enhance the leng
th of 

overall structure.

M
aterials

E
xternal finishing

 m
aterial: E

xterior-g
rad

e tex-
tured

 p
aint, w

ith p
atterns m

ad
e using

 vinyl 
cut-outs

F
lo

o
rin

g
: 

T
ile

s, 
w

ith
 

p
a

tte
rn

s 
m

a
d

e
 

w
ith 

sand
b

lasting

Internal w
all finish: Textured

 p
aint, w

ith p
atterns 

m
ad

e using
 vinyl cut-outs

P
lanters: M

S

S
taircase railing

: W
eathered

 M
S

Tread
s: M

S
 p

late (rusted
) and

 b
lack china 

m
osaic


